FRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,

CANBERRA,

R AT 57/778

Dear Nr, ankhurst,

I am dirocted %o refer %o your recant letter exprossing
your Club's concern at the treatment of aborigines In the Warburton
Range aresa in Weatern Australic, mentlioning, in partloular, & film
regently shown to members of your Club whilech fsatured conditlons of
distress among tho aborigines living there,

It should be polnted out that the State Governmants are
reaponsible for the aborigines within thelr borders, and the
Commonwesalth Government has no authority to concern itself with

b dnal affalrs except in ths ease of the Horthern Terrl =
%E g

no doubt, be Intereated %o read thoe enclosed copy of a
state made earlier this year by the Miniator for Territories,
which indicates the considerable degree of affort belng undertaken
to advance the aboriginal population of ths Nlorthern Territory.

) It may be statied quite definitely that the ilm you saw
is not designed to give a balanced plcturs of the clircumstances of
ihnr&ﬁl.:n_-ﬂhur in Australis, in genoral, or in the area to which
the film 1s particularly related, Hecantly an investigatlon was
sade, under the leadership of Dr. #.S. Davidson, Commlssloner of
Publio Health for Weatern Australia, of the nutritional state af, and

the prevalence of disease among, the aborigines of the Warburton
area, which have been the focus of rocent public attention, Thias
investization covered a total of 483 aborigines and included 180
blood examinations and 300 elinical examinntions of those aborigines
seen who seomed most likely to be sulfaring from dlasase or
malnutrition,

Mr, Davidson's intsrim raport states -

"It is5 impoasaslble that evidense of starvation ocould
8scape such rigorcus investigntion, It can be sald hore
and now that no manifestation of starvatlion, or any condition
resotely resembling starvation was elicited from Ehe natives
prosented for our examlnation.”

The report mentiona that thera were a fow cases of mild
vitamin and protain defloleney amongst aborizines in contact with
civillisation, due te the replacement of some ltems of their natural
diet by ftemo avallable at centres of white settlement, The roport
also refara to the fact that enlarged abdomona wers almost universal
but points ocut that thess were not, as has been olaimed, dus to
dietary deflcicncies, but were in fact due to posture and perhspa
o thes hablt of taking large meals at infroquent intervals in contra-
distinotion to the habit of ocivilined communities of having small
and frequont meals,

The report provides clear ovidenoe that clalms of
starvatlon among the aborlzinss of the aren are exaggeratod and
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