
Film projection equipment – National Museum of Australia – EOI for gift or transfer
Please use the record number in your application

Record
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290436

35mm film Two reels of 
35mm film

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Two 35mm film reels in a metal canister. Green and gold 
label reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY 
NO..2 / NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE test film / 
TYPE 35mm B&W / sound / LENGTH 1506 feet.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Film - unstable.

286907

Cabinets A wooden box 
with tool

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Wooden box with a metal structure fixed to the top. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Not 
assessed

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

720 1480 800

290435

35mm film 35mm film 
and canister

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister. Green and gold label 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..2 / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE test film / TYPE 35mm B&W 
/ sound / LENGTH 1506 feet.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - off gassing, Vinegar 
syndrome. No warping or buckling 
evident.

290432

35mm film 35mm film 
and canister

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister. Green and gold label 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..2 / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE TEST FILM / TYPE 35mm 
B&W / sound / LENGTH 1506 feet.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - film reels are offgassing no 
physical warping or buckling evident.

290434

35mm film 35mm film Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister. Green and gold label 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..2 / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE UNKNOWN / TYPE 35mm 
B&W / sound / LENGTH 1506 feet.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - film reels are offgassing no 
physical warping or buckling evident.

286845

Film spools 35mm films of 
'People of the 
Australian 
Western 
Desert'

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Ten 35mm film reels each in a silver metal case embossed 
with the words 'THIS CAN MADE IN U.S.A. BY EAST MAN 
KODAK', with a yellow and green label reading 
'COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA / NEWS AND 
INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR / FILM / People of the Australian / Western 
Desert'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident.

292233

Components Empty film 
reels

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Three metal empty film reels; grey with 'Made in USA', 
'Denver and GB symbol on it, black with 'PARA,' and 
'Australia' on it, and the other black with 'MGM' and 'Mass 
production Sydney Australia' marked on it.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292224

Components Wooden 
frames

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Four wooden frames, painted green. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287264

Machinery 
components

Glass panels Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Six glass panels, unknown use. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.
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292236

Components Amplifier Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Metal amplifier with auxiliary cord, and label reading 
'Batteries changed 23/2/73'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292237

Components No. 1 camera 
scope camera 
lens

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Camera lens with labels No. 1 C/Scope, F. 140-148, No 
372410, P. Angenieux, Paris - St Heand and A X Type 75.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292238

Components No. 2 STD 
camera lens

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Camera lens with labels No. 2 STD, A X Type 75, F. 105-
110, No 467045, P. Angenieux, and Paris - St Heand.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292239

Components Camera 
scope 
missing glass 
lens

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Camera lens missing glass, with labels reading F. 105-110, 
No. 538578, P. Anginieux, Paris - St Heand and A X Type 
75.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292240

Components Large 
'Camera 
scope' 
camera lens

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Large camera lens with labels reading 'Camera Scope', 
'Made in Germany', 'Moller-Anamorphot 63/2x' and 'Nr. 
762807'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292234

Components Metal footage 
counter

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Metal footage counter. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292235

Components RCA 
component

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Metal RCA projector component with movable handle and 
label 'C23'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

September 2026 collectionreview@nma.gov.au 2



Film projection equipment – National Museum of Australia – EOI for gift or transfer
Please use the record number in your application

Record
number Object type Object title Collection 

name Origin Physical description Image Collection description Hazard? Condition Condition details H
mm

W
mm

D
mm

L
mm

W
kg

287258

Projector 
components

Cinema 
projector 
stand

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A grey-painted metal cinema projector stand. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

720 505 1060

287259

Projector 
components

Cinema 
projector 
stand

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A grey-painted metal cinema projector stand. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

720 505 1060

292231
287265

Components Remote 
controls for 
the projector 
motor control

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Ten remote controls for use with the projector motor control. 
Labels reading 'Close,' 'Open,' 'Stop,' 'Masking,' and 
'C/Scope', 'CP Security', 'Raise,' 'Lower,' 'Stop,' 'Forward,' 
'Reverse,' 'Main,' and 'Side'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Insulation may contain asbestos. 
Collection of objects including vintage 
projecting and audio playback 
equipment. Overall objects appear 
stable and in relatively good condition 
considering age and history, noting 
that some objects (e.g., electronics 
and aged film) contain rubber and 
malignant plastic components 
expected to deteriorate through 
inherent vice. Collection appears 
largely intact and presents well 
overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292249

Components Carbon rods Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Carbon rods reading 'Ship Carbon,' 'Cerelite,' 'British Made,' 
'AMPS 45-55'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

291949

Projector 
components

Projector light Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Projector light with two bulbs. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292241

Components Camera lens Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Large camera lens with labels reading 'Germany', 
'Anamorphotic - Kiptr 2x 252383 Isco-Gottingen'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287510

Projector 
components

Film projector 
components

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Collection of film, empty reels, documents and other items 
acquired with the collection from the Department of Admin 
Services.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

September 2026 collectionreview@nma.gov.au 3



Film projection equipment – National Museum of Australia – EOI for gift or transfer
Please use the record number in your application

Record
number Object type Object title Collection 

name Origin Physical description Image Collection description Hazard? Condition Condition details H
mm

W
mm

D
mm

L
mm

W
kg

292229

Components Reel spindle Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Reel spindle or arm pin to use with a film projector. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

75 65 25

292230

Components Minerva fire 
alarm air-
conditioning 
shut down 
relay unit

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Metal box with Minerva fire alarm air conditioning shut down 
relay. Typically designates a critical life-safety output.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

292228

Components Push/stop 
metal button

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Push 'Stop' metal red button, 'Made in Australia', with red 
wires cut off.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

290446

35mm film 35mm film 
reel, 
'Australia 
Now'

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Australia Now F/P 1706 35mm film reel. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident.

287267

Components Wall speaker Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Wall speaker for a cinema. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Damping may contain asbestos.  
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287260

Speakers Upright 
speaker

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Speaker with brown wood sides and gold mesh front. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos 
friable

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.
Insulation may contain asbestos.

287261

Speakers Upright 
speaker

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Speaker with brown wood sides and gold mesh front. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Damping may contain asbestos.  
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

1000 490 365
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287262

Speakers Upright 
speaker

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Rectangular cabinet painted light green on most faces and 
pale yellow on one narrow side.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Damping may contain asbestos.  
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

1420 630 170

287263

Speakers Cabinet Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Speaker with brown wood sides and gold mesh front, labelled 
'T 11'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Damping may contain asbestos.  
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287271

Projector 
components

Westinghous
e cinema arc 
rectifier set

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Large metal rectangular unit: 'RCA / Westinghouse / Cinema 
Arc / Rectifier Set' 'Manufactured by Mc Kenzie & Holland 
(Aust) Pty Ltd, Melbourne & Brisbane.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos, 
possible - 
mercury

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Vintage arc rectifier has presumed 
mercury and asbestos - requires 
testing to confirm.

1280 630 630

287266

Components Rola' speaker Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Rola' speaker in metal casing with '2039' also written on the 
underside.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Damping may contain asbestos.  
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287351

Movie 
projectors

Film projector Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Film projector head by Cummings and Wilson, on an RCA 
soundhead, with serial no. 116635.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Insulation and thermal baffling may 
contain asbestos due to age of object. 
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

690 730 390

287352

Projector 
components

Metal drawer 
and speaker

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Metal drawer and speaker This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287354

Projector 
components

Component Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Silver painted wooden box, unknown use. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.
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287355

Projector 
components

Component Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Silver painted wooden box, unknown use. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287353

Projector 
components

Film drum Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Film drum for use with a film projector. Attached to reel 
spindle or arm pin. Contains an empty film reel.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

287272

Projector 
components

Film drum Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Film drum for use with a film projector. Attached to reel 
spindle or arm pin.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

250

287273

Projector 
components

Film drum Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Film drum for use with a film projector. Attached to reel 
spindle or arm pin.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

240

287356

Projector 
components

Film projector 
components

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Two poles for a film projector. No image available This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

290431

35mm film 35mm film 
'Opaque'

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister. Green and gold label 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..2 / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE OPAQUE / TYPE 35mm 
B&W / sound / LENGTH 1506 feet.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident

287505

35mm film 35mm 'People 
of the Great 
Western 
Desert'

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister. Green and gold label 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..2 / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE PEOPLE OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN WESTERN DESERT - Pt.TEN / TYPE 35mm 
B&W / sound / LENGTH 1506 feet / REEL NO. 1 of TWO.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident

287506

35mm film 35mm 'People 
of the Great 
Western 
Desert'

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister. Green and gold label 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..2 / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE PEOPLE OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN WESTERN DESERT - Pt. 7 / TYPE 35mm. 
B&W / sound / LENGTH 3020 feet / REEL NO. 4 of FOUR.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident

287507

35mm film 35mm 'People 
of the Great 
Western 
Desert'

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A reel of 35mm film in a metal canister with writing forming a 
circle, which states THIS CAN MADE IN U.S.A. BY EAST 
MAN KODAK CO. Green and gold label on the canister 
reads: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA COPY NO..3. / 
NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU / DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR. / FILM / TITLE 'PEOPLE OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN WESTERN DESERT.' - Part. 1. / TYPE 35mm. 
B&W sound. / LENGTH 1896 Feet / REEL NO. 1.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident
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287508

Projector 
components

Miscellaneou
s film related 
material

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT A collection of films in cannisters, as well as on reels, with 
empty reels, other recordings, empty cases and documents 
all associated with the Department of Administrative Services 
cinema.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - offgassing, vinegar 
syndrome evident

287350

Movie 
projectors

Film projector Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Film projector manufactured by Radio Corporation of 
America in Great Britain. Imported by Cummings and Wilson 
in Sydney. Serial number 116639.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Possible - 
asbestos

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Insulation and thermal baffling may 
contain asbestos due to age of object. 
Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

690 730 390

286849

Film spools Film reels Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Eleven small plastic film spools and loose strips of film. Titles 
include 'James Mollison edited', 'Gil Hitch on Bi-centenary 
stamp', 'Professor Edmund Carpenter discusses research on 
the impact of mass media ...', 'Tom Floyd on ghosts' ESG-
2579 AD/ES/1198', 'French Test' and '6792'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - film offgassing evident of 
vinegar syndrome.

286851

Audio 
amplifiers

RCA amplifier Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT RCA branded amplifier containing three units. The top unit is 
MA 9257D, serial no 230, the middle unit is MA 9257A, serial 
no. 213, and the bottom unit is MA 9259, serial no 219.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

286848

Film spools Film reels and 
spools

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Three plastic film spools. One film spool in a metal case 
labelled 'People of the Australian Western Desert Part 4'.

This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - film offgassing evident of 
vinegar syndrome.

286850

Instruction 
books

Manuals for 
film projectors

Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Books and manuals relating to film projectors. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Overall objects within this collection 
appear stable and in relatively good 
condition considering age and history, 
noting that some objects (e.g., 
electronics and aged film) contain 
rubber and malignant plastic 
components expected to deteriorate 
through inherent vice. Collection 
appears largely intact and presents 
well overall, however objects have not 
been extensively surveyed for 
completeness or functionality.

290430

Projector 
components

Two film reels Department of 
Administrative 
Services 
(Theatrette) 
collection

Parkes, ACT Two film reels. This collection was retrieved from the 4th floor of the Administrative Building, 
now known as the John Gordon Building on King Edward Terrace, Parkes, 
ACT. It was constructed in the late 1950s for the News and Information 
Bureau, later known as the Australian Information Service. For a period in 
the 1970s and 80s the theatrette was used to screen movies by the National 
Film Theatre of Australia.

Yes - 
cellulose 
acetate

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Unstable - Film offgassing evident of 
vinegar syndrome.

286949

Cabinets Metal cabinet Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Grey metal cabinet with two doors, each with a silver metal 
handle.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

430 830 970

287225

Projector 
components

Western 
Electric 1A 
sound unit

Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Rectangular black metal projector component with a gauge, a 
green light, and small brass handles which open to reveal 
electronic componentry. A cord containing wiring protrudes 
from the base. An attached plaque reads 1 A SOUND UNIT / 
MADE IN U.S.A. / TRADE MARK / Western Electric / REG. 
U.S. PAT. OFF. / PAT. PEND.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

100 300 420

290547

Projector 
components

Film drum Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Film drum used with a reel spindle or arm pin for a film 
projector.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

450 350 450

September 2026 collectionreview@nma.gov.au 7



Film projection equipment – National Museum of Australia – EOI for gift or transfer
Please use the record number in your application

Record
number Object type Object title Collection 

name Origin Physical description Image Collection description Hazard? Condition Condition details H
mm

W
mm

D
mm

L
mm

W
kg

287643

Projector 
components

Western 
Electric 
master fader 
unit

Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Western Electric master fader unit with calibrated dial 0-15 
on each side and metal needle. Left hand side of dial in red, 
right hand side in white. The words FADER and 
REPRODUCER above switches at the top of the unit, and the 
words OUT IN OUT under the fader switch, and IN OUT IN 
under the reproducer switch.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

Yes - 
radiation

b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Stable. Radium paint in gauge, 
enclosed within the unit. 

280 170 300

287656

Movie 
projectors

Amplifier Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Large amplifier containing battery terminals, electrical wiring 
and glass tubes. Written on one shelf of the amplifier is + + / 
65v.D.C. / 5 AMP. / N. L1. L2. L3.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

Yes - 
sharps

c) poor - 
damaged 
with likely 
risk of 
further 
damage 
during 
normal use 
due to 
existing 
damage or 
impaired 

Structurally sound. One of 6 large 
glass tubes has cracked and is in two 
pieces. Rubber-like red disc assessed 
and cleared for asbestos, highly 
deteriorated with cracking and 
fragmentation. K328One of the glass 
tubes inside the device is broken. 
Handle and inspect with care.

750 700 550

287655

Movie 
projectors

Western 
Electric 
universal 
base and 
platform base

Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW A Western Electric universal base, including the 1A platform 
base, the 703 A bracket and the main housing for the film 
reel. Other components, including the legs, are not present.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

Fair condition. Structurally sound.

287644

Movie 
projectors

Western 
Electric 708-A 
control 
cabinet

Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Large unit with a dial, switch and gauge as well as a brass 
tag identifying it as a Western Electric 708-A Control 
Cabinet. It housed critical control and amplification apparatus 
units for early Western Electric motion picture sound 
systems.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

310 220 550

290528

Projector 
components

Western 
Electric 709-A 
drive

Ron Bell 
collection

Dubbo, NSW Rectangular shaped metal projector component with a 
circular attachment at one end and a number of other 
protrusions. Attached plaque reads 709 A DRIVE / MADE IN 
U.S.A. / TRADE MARK / Western Electric / REG. U.S. PAT. 
OFF.

In 1984 the National Museum purchased several lots from the Merrilea Farm 
Auction held in Dubbo, NSW. The collection had been put together by the 
sellers through personal negotiations with people met locally and during 
travels throughout Queensland and NSW. Much of the collection is duplicate 
and surplus projector equipment from an old Dubbo cinema. 

No b)  fair - 
slight 
damage & 
minimal risk 
of further 
damage 
during 
normal use

200 230 360
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