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Statement by National Museum of Australia director, Dr Mathew Trinca 
 
 
The National Museum of Australia gratefully accepted the gift of the artwork Jabanunga aka 
Goorialla (The Rainbow Serpent) into its collection, from the highly respected and long-standing 
arts patron, Michael Blanche, in honour of his late wife Lauraine Diggins OAM, who passed away 
in 2019. 
 
Mr Blanche is Director of the Lauraine Diggins Fine Art gallery in Victoria. The late Lauraine 
Diggins was the founding director of Lauraine Diggins Fine Art, and was an internationally 
respected art dealer and influential champion of Indigenous art. 
 
The artwork was reviewed and welcomed into the National Museum’s collection by the head of 
the Museum’s Indigenous Knowledges Centre, Margo Neale, under the Federal Government’s 
Cultural Gifts Program (CGP). 
 
The Museum followed its internal procedures in such cases to verify the provenance and 
authenticity of the work, which included conducting additional research, consulting legal, 
photographic and archival records, and holding discussions with those involved in the painting’s 
history. 
 
As is normal practice in such cases, the artwork was reviewed and assessed by two 
independent expert valuers accredited by the Federal Government under the CGP. The valuers 
separately assessed the painting as being worth $1.2-million and $1.5-million, respectively. 
 
The Museum takes its responsibility to Indigenous artists and communities very seriously and 
follows long established policies in these matters. 
 
We are concerned that claims have surfaced regarding this work and all evidence relating to 
these issues will be investigated and thoroughly examined.  
 
We welcome the opportunity to work with the donor, expert valuers and those people who have 
raised doubts about this work, to ensure all concerns relating to this donation are addressed. 
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