
Indigenous Rights and Freedoms 
More on our Indigenous Rights and Freedoms school program for years 9–12  

Curriculum links 
 
Year 9 
• How and why individuals and groups, including religious groups, participate in and contribute to civic life (ACHCK079) 
• The influence of a range of media, including social media, in shaping identities and attitudes to diversity (ACHCK080) 
• How ideas about and experiences of Australian identity are influenced by global connectedness and mobility (ACHCK081) 
• Identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS169)  
• Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS171)  
• Identify and analyse the perspectives of people from the past (ACHHS172)  
• Reflect on their role as a citizen in Australian, regional and global contexts (ACHCS089)  
 
Year 10 
• The major movements for rights and freedom in the world and the achievement of independence by former colonies (ACOKFH022)  
• Background to the struggle of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples for rights and freedoms before 1965, including the 1938 Day of Mourning 
and the Stolen Generations (ACDSEH104)  
• The US civil rights movement and its influence on Australia (ACDSEH105)  
• The significance of the following for the civil rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples: 1962 right to vote federally; 1967 Referendum; 
Reconciliation; Mabo decision; Bringing Them Home Report (the Stolen Generations), the Apology (ACDSEH106)  
• Methods used by civil rights activists to achieve change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and the role of ONE individual or group in the 
struggle (ACDSEH134)  
• The continuing nature of efforts to secure civil rights and freedoms in Australia and throughout the world, such as the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (2007) (ACDSEH143)  
• How Australia’s international legal obligations shape Australian law and government policies, including in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples (ACHCK093) 
• The challenges to and ways of sustaining a resilient democracy and cohesive society (ACHCK094)  
• Identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS187)  
• Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS189)  
• Identify and analyse the perspectives of people from the past (ACHHS190)  
• Reflect on their role as a citizen in Australian, regional and global contexts (ACHCS102) 
 
 

https://www.nma.gov.au/learn/school-programs/museum-educator/indigenous-rights-freedoms
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK079
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK080
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK081
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK093


 
 
 
 
Senior Secondary 
• The nature of the relationship of indigenous peoples with their land and their response to perceptions of, and feelings about, the arrival of the 
colonisers (ACHMH070) 
• The basis on which the colonists claimed sovereignty and imposed control, including conquest, treaty and the doctrine of ‘terra nullius’; and the 
consequences for the legal status and land rights of Indigenous peoples (ACHMH071) 
• The nature of government policies and their impact on indigenous peoples, for example protection, assimilation (including the Stolen Generations), and 
self-determination (ACHMH072) 
• The role of individuals and groups who supported the movement for indigenous recognition and rights, including the methods they used and the 
resistance they encountered (ACHMH073) 
• The economic, political and social challenges and opportunities indigenous peoples have faced, including the role of cultural activity in developing 
awareness in society (ACHMH074) 
• The achievements of indigenous peoples at the end of the 20th century, including the right to vote, land rights/native title, and attempt at reconciliation 
(ACHMH075) 
• The continued efforts to achieve greater recognition, reconciliation, civil rights, and improvements in education and health (ACHMH076) 
• The adjustment of national priorities in the 1920s, including the tensions between urbanisation, industrialisation and rural development; the difficulties 
of soldier settlement; the exclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples; and the changing role of women (ACHMH121) 
• The key features of postwar reconstruction, including industrialisation, immigration, the provision of social welfare, and attitudes and policies towards 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and women (ACHMH125) 
• Identify links between events to understand the nature and significance of causation, change and continuity over time (ACHMH047) 
• Frame questions to guide inquiry and develop a coherent research plan for inquiry (ACHMH050) 
• Identify, locate and organise relevant information from a range of primary and secondary sources (ACHMH051) 
• Analyse and account for the different perspectives of individuals and groups in the past (ACHMH056) 
 

 
 

 



 

Cross-curriculum priorities: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
 

Country/Place 
OI.1 Australia has two distinct Indigenous groups: Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and within those groups there is significant 

diversity. 
OI.2 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities maintain a special connection to and responsibility for Country/Place. 
OI.3 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have holistic belief systems and are spiritually and intellectually connected to the land, sea, sky and 

waterways. 
Culture 
OI.4 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies have many Language Groups. 
OI.5 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ ways of life are uniquely expressed through ways of being, knowing, thinking and doing. 
OI.6 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples live in Australia as first peoples of Country or Place and demonstrate resilience in responding to 

historic and contemporary impacts of colonisation.  
People 
OI.7 The broader Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies encompass a diversity of nations across Australia. 
OI.8 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ family and kinship structures are strong and sophisticated. 
OI.9 The significant contributions of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the present and past are acknowledged locally, nationally 

and globally. 
 

© Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) 2010 to present, unless otherwise indicated. This material was downloaded from 
the Australian Curriculum website (www.australiancurriculum.edu.au) (Website) (accessed 26/03/19) and was not modified. The material is licensed 
under CC BY 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0). Version updates are tracked in the ‘Curriculum version history’ section on the ‘About 
the Australian Curriculum’ page (http://australiancurriculum.edu.au/about-the-australian-curriculum/) of the Australian Curriculum website. 

The material in this document has not been altered and does not reflect National Museum style. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/about-the-australian-curriculum/

	Indigenous Rights and Freedoms
	Curriculum links
	Cross-curriculum priorities: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures

