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3978 Aborigunes.
be reduced to the social status of pariahs
and outcasts living without & firm place
in the community. In other words, we
either permit this social evil to continue
or we remedy 1it.

The third point is that a total of
approximately 72,000 aborigines living
in ap expanding community of approxi-
mately 8,000,000 whites is so small that
it is manageable. We have on our hands
a serious but not & frightening problem.
The total number of aborigines consti-
tutes & social group within but mot of
the white community. Therefore, that
group can, and must, be managed. Unless
we tackle this problem now it will increase
in seriousness. I can illustrate that point

from my own personal knowledge of the

eonditions of the half-caste population in
the southern part of Western Australia.
In 1984 and 1986 I conducted an in-
vestigation of the conditions of life of
those half-castes and published a certain
amount of material upon the subject. At
that time, just after the depression, there
was a soeial problem that affected 4,000
half-castes in that district. To-day, in
exactly the same region, after a lapse of
only sixteen years there are 6,000 half-
castes and their condition is far worse at
present than it was in 1934 just affer
the depression. That is not a reflection
upon the present administration. That
deterioration has come about in spite of
improved administrative efforts within
parrow limits in recent years, but it
illustrates that & manageable social prob-
lem may very quickly become unmanage-
able if it be not tackled immediately and
with determination.

The fundamentsl point to be recog-
nized is that in this matter we must
deal with not one problem but several
problems. I shall illustrate that point by
referring to the conditions of those
natives, spproximately 20,000, who are
classified as being in employment. That
pumber can be sub-divided into six, or
seven,. classifications. TFirst, there are
those natives who live on cattle stations
in the north under tribal conditions and
whose subsistence with that of their
families 1s provided by station owners.
They live a bush life and during a large
part of the year. when they are not
needed for mustering, they go walk-
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about and resume their full tribe}
habits. In the osorth-west of .Aus
tralia natives are employed mainly om
sheep stations. Because of their tribai
background many of them are attached
by their own choice to particular stations
They receive wages and largely follow
the habits of white workers, althon

their standards of living are ink
far below those of any white stockman or
boundary rider. In the areas farthex
south the natives in the sheep country may

be contrasted with those living im ths
conditions

agricultural areas - under
roughly approximating those of the white .
workers, but enjoying & lower soeiad .

standard, and suffering the disability of =

social outcasts. Thers are also natives
who are under the protection of missions
or government settlements, Then there
are those who find regular employment,
receive gward rates of wages, and live i»
their own homes. Finally, there are
natives who, perhaps, not being so sieady
in their habits, follow seasonal laboumr
or take contract work, as the fancy moves
them or as their need for some new com-
modity arises. These are only some in-
stances that indicate the wide variatiem
in the types of employment followed by
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natives classified as “ employed ” and the

extent of -this national problem. Any
uniform plan to cover all natives in em-
ployment which disregarded these wide
differences in the competence of varions
groups of aborigines, their conditions of

work and their manner of life would be

gertain to cause confliet and eonfasiom,
and would give neither satisfaction to
ourselves nor benefit to the aborigines..
In considering this problems we must
be eouscious, first, of its diversity-
Because of its diversity we must re--
member that we cannot deal with it
by adopting a single and uniform
policy. The task of solving the prob-
lem must be worked at patiently and
conscientiously, and with a risk of =

vertain amount of disappointment, stage -

by stage in the different paris of the Com-
monwealth saccording to the differsnt
groups of natives and the different degrees
fo which they have entered into relations
with the white community,. We must
have regard to local problems of heszlih
and triosl custorus, and the degres of
contact between black and white, which
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