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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

SPEECHES IN DEBATE
oN

CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (ABORIGINES) BILL 1966

(Bill presented by Mr. Wentworth)

[From the “ Parliamentary Debates,” 10th March 1966]

Bill presented by Mr. Wentworth, and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

Mr. WENTWORTH (Mackellar) [11.18].
—I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
‘This is a bill designed to put a third question
to the people at the foreshadowed referen-
dum. A short time ago there was some
degree of urgency about this Bill because
the referendum was to take place on 28th
May 1966. Now that the referendum has
been postponed there is not the same degree
of urgency, particularly since our Constitu-
tion provides that a Bill for its alteration
evaporates, in effect, unless it is put to a
referendum within six months of being
passed through this House. In those circum-
stances it would be inadvisable for  this
House to finalise the Bill before the date
of the referendum is known. The considera-
tion of this Bill is urgent but its finalisation
is urgent no longer.

In common with other members of this
House 1 welcomed the Government's
decision to put to a referendum a proposal
to repeal section 127 of the Constitution
which provides that Aborigines shall not be
counted for certain purposes. This is good,
but does it go far enough? I believe that it
does not go far enough, and I have two
motives in_bringing before the Parliament
this expanding Bill which provides that there
shall be more responsibility on the Com-
monwealth to help the States to deal with
Aborigines and to prevent racial discrimina-
tion in Australia.

Let me refer first fo the Aborigines
themselves. I think that everyone who has
had contact with Aborigines, as I have, has
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a personal liking for them and a feeling that

 have a responsibility to them. They are
nice, good people. Most of us would also
have some sense of failure in relation to
the way in which we have dealt with our
Aborigines in the past. This is a failure
which perhaps is not peculiar to the Aus-
tralian people. Other people, not only white
people, have sensed it elsewhere outside
Australia. However, there is an_inherent
difficulty in dealing with this problem. It is
not just a matter of saying: * We will regard
the _ Aborigines as _merely _poor
people ”.
people and they do need and
special help. We have a special responsibility
in this sphere. Hence, in a sense, some
discrimination is stll necessary but it must
be discrimination in their favour, not
discrimination against them.

The Commonwealth so far, except in
the Northern Territory, has had no direct
responsibility in this sphere but there is a
feeling that it should assume some greater
degree of direct responsibility. That feeling
stems from several sources. First, the Ab-
origines themselves want this to happen. If
we were dealing with the rights of trade
unionists or companies or pastoralists or any
other group in the community we would con-
sult with that group. The Aborigines are such
a group and should be the first people to
whom we would turn before deciding any-
thing relating to their future. What do they
want? What are their feelings in this regard?
As a result of inguiry and a very consider-
able degree of contact with Aborigines, T
know—T think the House would agree with
me on this—that they want the Common-
wealth to assume a greater degree of
responsibility towards them, their rights,
their opportunities and their advancement.



‘That s the first reason for desiring some
Commonvesth esponsbly. 1 ik it 3
mpelling_reasor ich we
hnvz o o ves e et g

must not regard the Aborigines as
Reeing o ighs, W must ot resard them
1 marly 3 growp in the communiy wilh
no feclings, or as being not even

people. This is the wrong wa

Fepard them. We must Jook st and fore.
most to what the Aborigines want, and
they want mmomealy to decept
3 reter degree of repons
them.

o
i’i

The second reason why | believe the

Comm
o wnmknbl: fands w-ll “be 1\ecdcil
re most readil e

cqwally among the Staes in propart
population. Western Auxlu\m

§_-1

o bear & disproporionale sy o
raly o owlonsl reponsty 1 s 8
onal tak; it i o natonal probem with
temational implcatons, For
ormommealth shouts be playing &

Aborigines, very rightly, _req
eq\ll! procsion (iroughou the Common-
wealth from adversediscriminatory law:
ANl of such laws should go. The prle)enl
position is that an Aboriginal in Queens
Iand has quite dlﬁer:m ighes befor the lnw
from those of an Aboriginal in New
Walks, A the moment 1 om not mggmm.
which s correct and which is inc
SOANISE 1 b G thre xnmdd

lack of unifor

gainst adverse discrimination.

For all of these and similar reasons, the

With some Commonwealth_help. This does
not mean o the Sute et 23
minisisions. Rather does it mean thei
xtension as more funds become mmble ©

reat deal
the principle of dﬂ:n\!uluﬂmn
blems at Wynd the
o i R

prteton aganst. adver
e special weifare measires tat
for them may welbe dilerent in dieent
parts of Austra
pe ! g e o
Avoriginl wlfre il continue to_ be
enmlaed among e S, Inded

thi we
houtd e piving some but v the now

send. They may not
e doing s much as we or ey would 1ke;
but let us acknowledge—l think
Atoriglsl geoga Joguasiven ol
which we all
should graseraly ackmywlbdg:, s shroed in
he Stae adminisration or the.
B s expumd
riginal p

bill, namely, to help our Aborig
:hmm-lmvn of
Australian

of avoidance of racial discrimination in

Australia. Tt is by far the most important

gactof e Auwsralen pltars: e L llere
ch is

in certain cireumstancs could mpeil Aus-
tralia's total security considerably. That

e e egcef he pretem. Fha nd

foremost, the motive s to our
i e saoaly, o o

mater n s proper framework by svoiding

the expression of the principle. il

discrimination in our Australian

tion.

Consit-

ass now from the motive o the
drafting of the Bill before the House. As
honorable members will se:

T e asition oF  new secion
1070 ater the. exeing secion 117 The

— S

e i e At e i
e Commomucat
puss discriminatory

th
wﬂuld have power o

and o people of azy mial
rign, ndhing Aborgoe.

The mere omission of the words seems

to me to be unsatisfactory for several
reasons.  Fir sul s
ot say wi

should be

do need
vorabe. Qerimmaions we awodld, 200
B the pover for unfavoabl discrmin
ation. For that reas ieve.

Vol be. unsatisactory o o el e
words.

Another reason is that the of
the words would not confer mu pmlzcnon
against State discrimination. sive
o Commoeral o o lzgslxu and,
w, under sec.

09
legislation overides St lgilaion. But if
honorable me

e oagment davered b the Figh Ot
of Australia in the case of the City of

tions would n

i of s e e
“Thirdiy, honorable members will know

ht there are praccal and proper in-
diments 1o getting through s House

legislation aimed at any specific p of
a law of a State government. Fourthly, we
o sct wiok o Tk o oer Contion

Cons

laws _providing_for

Aot v dneminanon” Thes power.
ould remainif e Jut removed those fow
words. Hence, I think, this

sub-section,

co Rt
posiive subecion oo B4
R Conmonmait aspontbogy T
..mnmcm of our Aborigines.

1 speak of this, I must speak of
Py ey g pre-
viously in this House about our need to
reain what re descrbed as the plenary
powers in this sub-section _(xxv).

(m)-mmmmnun
s sub-sctions (xxvi)—




dad enlgrton subseion () xteml
affairs, with the treaty ms wers; sub-
tion Axxx)—rex.num e me il of
the P:

their
npeunon i e it bvy nenal of
High Co

sions. They
conceivable

Ausirai oversens

1 have permission from the former
Prime Minister, Sir Robert

Menzies, to
quote from 4 letter which he wrote 1o m
last week in regard to hen |

ins queson with him. He trvered some

now
Qoote 2 exact senence from the lttar—

1 would shed no tears over the completo repeal
of swbaseion (o) I T o e wikly
1o e operaied by the Commonwealth, having
e to modem Chcumsaness
I think ihis might be sufficient to dispose
of that particular item.

1 come 1o the second question, the new
secu‘an 17, 1 hink i is advisble 0 wite
s probibkion againt racial
into our Cons

b mldeqnau prtection for Aborigings in
Commonwealth and_the Sta

express of homogeciy i
our population whid

he Prine Mimstr (. Harol ot ony
a couple of nights ago i this House.

The suggestion that 1 have made
D o o o e st
versial issucs which might imperil the success
the referendum. 1t applies only to
Ausrlan lectors incuding, of course
Aborigines, their it
spis on]y mslde A\ImeIll G leves
impaired_other Com powers,
Peiaein s M .hm, .mm-m«.on

and external aflairs. It is not a prohit
which could be used to impede proper Com-
mowveslt acton, Objections bave been
ot & st this

raised rights of
chanctr, 3 prohibitory section, 1s foreign

i o e Copaton. Thb S
not mpres e avermoeh. " pardutany

when

resding secions 116 1ad 117 vhich
are in iready and which
v.\mmvelves Jave the same pratibiory form.

aid by some people that the section
it drafted it is not sufficiently water-

‘wording of
fie s X g tht f sty g
‘ments can be suggested they

forh Idesd, Pmiesor Coen,the Professor

gnms [Wm he Usied Kinplom who e

Am(rnlu oo egiend a chsom
ink thisprovision might well
be p\lx in. But these are not serious matters

d 1 am not proposing to take up the time.
of the House by travering them overmuch

ere has been great support for this
Bil. Tirt and most importnt, there s
been support from the Aboriginal organisa-

dec h
from church bodie ee or f ks
the Council of Churches, meeting in
Melbourne, decided to support these pro-
sk, mintersthroughout

Advosse » of Melbourne,gvng ull upport
1o these proposals. I thank the 250 university

Vs vy s

pokesmen for the Australian Labour
Partyin {hs Howe lave given some spport
to these Democratic
F o b o A e

the Liberal Party 1 gratefully
acknowlzdge the_support of the Women's
Group in New South Waies The Livral
Youtn Council’ in South~ Wales

e S B 1o g Suppare . wll
Tomerons ranehts 404 oo

and Rotary clubs, whie not
ity i e ot s
have elped very matrily 1 thank thosé

ery, very numerous helpers who have dis-

1 think that there is now a deep tide
of popular sentiment running in_favour
of the kind of propomal that I bave
brought forward Bill. It may
P o BN wm “he’ taken_over
overnment. I hope that it will, and
Db e mpeaved om 1l v vey
atful if someting of that kind occur,
All T am asking s that the substance
What L 'am puting forward be placed before
the people at the referendum when it occurs.
Wil this extra question imperil the success.
of other questions 1 think not—rather the

apposte—becaws ters s someemtion
and momentum is question now:
It may hel ther

i claritying. these
g

But this

is  subskity point. Th s to
telp our Aboriges e people to. whom
e said, a special duty and

ot whom we should have a special esing
" T who support s propasils
both inside and outside the House to
we o work for them. It will be
7l any supicon that we
S5 ou 1 tanstes immense powersfrom the
Sites 1o the. Commomeealh, Thi, of
course, is not so. We should like the Com-
burden with the

e e s

o cmpier Lot
us .m i privrtly Dooauss
e our own, Ausraian Ahnngms, m
lp them s itior
ot el i i i
al whi Wl o achive. overght
but of which we should never lose sight,
Mr. SPEAKER.—Is the motion seconded?

Mr. Erwin—I second the motion and
reserve the right to speak later.

Lotvs raind v ekt conam.
AZLEY (Fremantle) {11.461—
m hum)mble member for Mackelar 0.
fentworth) has reminded us that there ar
rmeidorhng Poisies i relaion o
Aborigines. 1 remember that when the
Selec Committee on. Voting Rights of
Aborignes caled ai Woodenbong in the
nor v Souts Wales the members
o number of

of i o

go0d, the morse n the community was not
high.

! ket one man by e had come down
©

been among so many a sense that they had
to chooss between Hreedom and gl o

‘Ther doubtthat
ormal seaso of enstutonal ngms, lhc
it o Tt aud

e omm.nd Sl oy

Aborignal people T do ot sy thal Qucons:
land ould have been behind
of 1he other States; 1 merely remark that
T ould not s what the Quecnslnd nuthor.
s were doiag (o coable the Aborigina
people 1o et it he”Tooing ‘ont. which
they had been manoeuvred. The Aborigines
in_ thar Stse st tht time had 10 snse
ovement within the State;
S o sty e it S WAL
out some aspects of independence
dignity.




s daebate. A con-
sttution is a livi mert to detrmine
the actions of government In 2 community.
1 think the bonorabe men! < or Mao:
kellar has a great heart, first gl ollr =
end the. Constiaton . al s,

secondly, for trying to amend it in respect

the Aboriginal people. The section which
i from the Consits

tion—it _contains _the
power o the Commenteaiih 10 logilae
for the Aborgol pele—tosds—

In the 1891 of the
ssage read q\mz iflrenty, and 1

Constation tris

e e hplied o of Al b7
ew Zesland resling from the oriinal
in the film that

Tam 'Ind to see the begin
tion of his position in ause
ik hat when e mdy Tally the history of
ok ey Yok i e WAl 6
wih tat of New Zealand,

corge Grey the @ venu&l ﬁ!llm

Siiury iy o tho oo B e

imperal, polces have surived e tet of

lernconscience. kit s due

Lo gl @ bim that pxo m.. o mnd

& democrati e f

o mariame achiovement 1 1991 when
legilve ouncilrs as ¢ mattr of o

lested according to_property_qualifi

Prime Minister of New Zealand. The ori

ittt et o

il laws with respeet to—
e

the
e i o o

ovision was Ift in the draft except
that the reference to Maoris
and the Aboriginal people were m only
ones then referred (o in the limi
Dne of the men who stood for this imi-
hn F an

o, i o
Aborigines o help Him locate water and
n he referred (o this section he
Ay
1 cannot for the lfe of me seo why wo should

dcke e he Federal pariameny gonirol of
Gy person, whelever faay be. his maionalty or
Sl i 8 a1 s
concered 3 deteotv cole,
Telon to Abnnlu\

in favou
Autbority to repariate the Pacifl Tands
iabourers, which vas the ild o

whe al interest centred in this debate

ere the re:
i Continutions Convenion

Whatever the rigns of ths, however, the
fact remains that the provision continue

an those in
territories. The honorable  member

vital
o ths respect b:clnw n
work which led to

Ausralian Insitte nr Am.gm.\ s he
extract overnment_of _the
Commonwealh the ﬁm gesture of a basic

Queensland at the turn ntury and
by the Government of South warai caly
in the centry.

Beialy all Aborgnal plcy i rting
The mind of no in Australia
and no polial gty 1 Iy
et oy pcep!b The way

which o minory peopl i reated i lhc
{ousone of saional characer, The
o et B mbmiy 1
hcther we want them 1o be a disinctive
people_making a distinctive_contribution.
New Zealanders are proud of Maori
Maoris are proud to be Maoris. Whatever

injust
These fundamental and essntial achieve:

ments in the vital realm of the mind are
there. Our plcy, which we proudy i

yz( :xyab]e of New Zealand's maturity. We

t proud of the Aborigines, although

lheu e maay ressoms vhy e dould b

o polly exiss i e te

Commonwedith tgher o the Siate sphere

7 easonruding Aotaiosa‘te b peoud of
themselves.

mber a friend of mine who taught
r School

a the Fomren River He was teaching
Australian histor boriginalchildren
st b ssddeny rcnlm:d b s eching of
Hoory

totally e childres
e o i ey
bout Australian ex-

Rl hem. A s 1o
whose name is Harry Venvile condwctul
earches inlo s avestio

astounded i o which
i o b gl
the dependence of Australian explorers on

ching, it he could foster sc
could posstly be made.
The Auralin losite of Aborignl
Studies is the first s ral respect on
he' part of the. Commonwealth. Govern:
ment I i the achevement of the bonor-
able Mackellar  (Mr.
Wentwort, but there is credit due to the

Telgon, A\mngmll |=
o ppiey thrmlog A wlhscpi]
South Australia in m: 1690 and cury in
this contury respectively took some interest,
ind Gusamind appoied o baok tone-

Iogm, Walter Edmund Roth, whose
Aborigines in the 1890s and early in

he 200 eentury was a vial part of
R sl iy B
gines. The Queensland Government did

atempt to pursue 3 policy bsed on an
lghicament, proce real

voriginal peope. South A
T i m ‘Spencer Baldwin_ cxpedi-
tions before the First W
face it—the States have

riginal life as
ice. This is not to say that there were
50 golisis but al policis exvimged
Aborigines as potential black Buropeans.
There was no attempt, after Roth and
‘Spencer Baldwin, to get in to find out who
the Aboriginal people were, or who they
themselves thought they were. Austral

lation is now a continuation of the destruc-

racially segregated statistic
we ars proud of the fst U
not racially segregate ourstatistics. We
Camnot see Taces, but we can nom idently
rigines as  distnctive group 10 whom

oo Jowe g
‘Aborigines when it comes (0 a
question o wages, bt we cannot see them
mes (0 a_question of health
biretif Lo seprse e sics
about the Aboriginal people
e inte of policies and
make moral sssssments of policies. 1 bave
f

o doubt that in this roup of Aborignes
i the Northern Territory over whom o

blanket definition is now_thrown,  some
individuals s now, but

e assume that they disqualify as a group.



1t i bused on no evidnce whatsocver pre-
sented by the Aboriginal people

appeared before the judge; but did be go
fo sk the kil of e Aborignl sock-
7

. Snedden.—He did go to see the
A1 s were ey, g npecions

e, NEATLEY—ad vl they pick
out the Aborigine who has skills equal
o ihose of the. whl te stockman and gi
him cqual wages?

Mr. Snedden—But there were inspec-
tions.

EY.—1 am grateful to know

that, but did Aborigines testify before the
judge?

quadtuped i the st o or lhm: X
(en among Abori
bbb Bt B
2t inkin o termeof the ral itars
igines. We are not thinking of
ki oy but g
b pade. ey Bete ot wages el
those of the have_this

out of their daughters,
developed the _expendi

1
o ook tellgenly
i Aol communty. The hot
bl member for Mackella has atempiod

make us look at these people—as they
100k at themseives—bron

look at what s really happening to them
et

onwealth Government, in the
mm voied” coecing unemployment
use it did not o be
ed by hem thereor ()wy
‘published. Now. it and the
Bitesavod any ‘sattis T rdon 1o

Aborigines and tret s delbernly cli,
¢ as 2 matter for prid.

effcctiveness of your health

poliy, We gt gimpes fom repuable

of an Aboriginal

mmu moraiy, Sm.. or eight fimes the

ropean rate. If the Commonwealth and

e e g 1, Koo e micoee

[al]\n: o teir policis they should ave
statisticsof

responsiblity on the part of the Com-
al oment, I hope that what-
ever problems there are about _this

stern Australi, by the State police. The
pollenan bad gone; out o an
Aborigine. There were no prisons in which
i ol pot hm an e chaleed Him o &
tree overnight when bringing him to trial.
But there is something peculary horrible
out handeutig

25 powes whateve over what (e Westera

Australian police did and no_authority

cd
Ab policy, saywhers n any SuIA
e o ok i omsdnsionn an
ment by the  honorsble member Tor
Mackellar, which gives the Commonwealth
the power to legislate pmmvcly for_the
beneiit of people of Aborigin
not conceive of brushing
and 1 think.
Siaey instumentlis and work in con-
them—at least places the
i esponsbilly on e ‘Govemment of
{his naton; and the il
placed on the Government of ths ntion by
the i, whetper ox

nstitutional power.

geem o be crkialof ay aspet of
the Gove

Lo )
ol of dcmubmmﬂ servicemen 0 a5 to
meet the

The Abcngmes are people whom in the
past we have not treated as they should have
been treated. They are our people. But we

Hheve ot acknovledged thels enitement
il

reieendum proposs
s 1 bave just s i smost sems tht
other  pr

furtner de\ly has occnrr;d This sort_ of
ihing always seems o happen in lation
to the Abanyna[ Deople. We know that it

his wete (o happen.in_ relation 1o trade
unions, business or any other section of the

Australian community the kind of uproar
that would immediately arise would prevent

e State Goverpment has got 10 of
e some years sive. 1 1 had
Toorer a7 b ot of

Chren o the Ciremont Shoo, which my
children attended, suffered from trachoma,

Soasty” comoscned bout e Aborigeal



people. T believe that this Parliament is
capable of being passionately concerned
about them.
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Hylen who ws then he honorable member
for Purkes, abled a peiion in his House
asking tha the Commoneal take Heion

ke o kot ke o sden 5
From the Consiution and (o repeal setion
127,

In the intervening time, a tremendous
campaign has been associated with this

years sioce the e Pllmg‘gx\mdn way in
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launched the sional way,
Churches, most poical pares people 1
all the Parliament G

movement of At
that this change is necessary. The honorable
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Femnges aud ot ot being Australians
and they will be denied those advantag
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mains. While anything
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migr
steps ashore in Australia can receive the
benefis of Com momwealth suppor o -
to a migrant school to
Ieam u.e Eng]uh Ianguage. But the Com-
Jth Government has no constitu-
ol :nmonry fo esablsh sch  sysiem
for he. Abori m Queens-
Tand or West
1ot suppose s .ummy to do so would
be challenged.
“This is simply a question of bringi
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matter? Cen it mry s mm..m with it
If the ans answer of
the House to e B i “Ceraily be
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h intended se

repeal of o enion 127 wil cast
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tralia. The first mention of this proposal
e the B estuges,

Thomson in a report to the present Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry (Mr. en),
i i then Misister or the Tneror, on

outh 1 think tha the cbjective shoald be
raly i el the whole of the

il the Aborignal pecp in
the support of the Aboriginal ~people
themselves.
Jt the Hous wil ber with me for
em 1wl ‘el hanorable ' members
mmclhmg o the orpaisaton with whih I
wolved as the president
1 rel'er 10 the Federl Cmmcll for Advance-
mer Aborigi Torres  Strait
oandoes. 1 wold nte here that we. might
have to give some consideration 1o the
definition of the position of the Torres

Strait Islanders in this regard. This organis-
aton hat of nmhaln rosghout. Austraia—

hurch country womer's
i g A i
B i -
of this organis played in it
by the Aboriginal people

m I mean folk of A
whether three quarters or half, or anyon
who considers himself to be of that nature.
The President of the Council is Mr. Joc
ioness of Caims. He s o walenide
worker and s u very povs
pressivem L riots mclu\l:
Mr. Philip whom

Robmx, about

oy pave read in M.
o 24 ook, snd i James
Morgan who has been around the House

cach s hese o Aborignal peon
i o vl . ol

e ‘Avorigina peopl. 1 think
e it e o

hope that before a final decision is
made e Government, throuh the appro-
priate Minister, will call in the represent-
e o e Kiorigna paopl 10 dces

the proposition with them so that there is
complete report on this matter. It is

tradition in’ Ausiralia that when we arc
ling with indusirial legislation the rade
unions are consulted and that when con-
sideing repuziaion |=y;um the

's League an

are con-

g ol m unly people who

fav o be convinced ate be members of
winced that

b Parament. T am Gom
Chira. of Avatals, sre onsde. 1 i1
convinced that the electoral machinery is

10 carry the pre
put before the citizens, and I am con-
vinced that there proper appre

er
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gt millon Austraian pecple—he groat
majoiy of Auirslian peope i taxpayers
e the pordeh vy daving 3 very
el Aboriginal community. S0 1 appeal
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Yide, " teee areadeqnte
resource to campaign with; tat those who
campaign will have the co-operation of
large bodies of significant organisations; as
that, therefore, r
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our feet upon a path which will change the
whole structure and nature of the Aboriginal
situation in Australia, I am pleased that on
this occasion I speak in full support of and

full_rapport with my colleague, the

add
store, ia certain wa, this B
a0 histoic mater

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (. L
—Order! As it s now two hours after the
{ime fixed To the mesing o the House, the
debate is interrupted.
Motion (by Mr. Snedden) agreed to—
Thg the time,for_dscusion of notes be
extended w1245 7
. ROBINSON (Cowpen—I rise 10
i i oopeagi X s Tt
a very great need for us to overhaul com-
Piccly our national approach 10 the Abort-
inal problem, This i  mter it desrves
e s it G 06 of
u..; debate permi
I Avirai was descrned by e hrmmble
x for Mackeliar Qi Wentwort) 13
ot mationdl nd

ey Commonwealth. T
was proud [0 be able 1o say that we.

in a practical way, discriminate, t
were doing things fo advance these people




and that we regrded hem as cizens of
ommonwealth. But one mml go further
.r ‘one s 10 be quite serious in a mater of
this Kind, and b take it furiher one
have regard o he comstiuions fctors and
10 the ways and means of looking to 1
interests of advancement of our
Aboriginal people.

1t boen argued that the Consituion,
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alteration

Sscriminatd and tht e proposed
could introduce 4 situation in which Parlia-
et

ation in my clectorate.
clearly the need for more work to be done.

s+ pariamenta
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of the par-
Tamentary commites and whatever s it
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M. CROSS Grsane) (1237} i my

do
Abangmn "This shouid. be. made. guite

1 propose 1o deal v ly with the
Quehtind poion Tn Queemiind 3845
igines are covered by -

in Queensiand,

under Ms

Pzt ss Minisa i chacge of the Dopar-
ment o Ntive

e by o i
Advances hve becn made. The Quee niand
Government would like t0 do a gre
more bu s Taancial resources do. ot

from the provisions of the present Act. New
legisiation, which will be_proclsimed early
this year, will enable the State o give assis-

for whom ver,
need 1o thros 9
it orgh g ol
Quesnsand Government. A gest del bas

n done on the reserves, where there arc
e subsantal sedemenis, At Cape Vor
the settlement contains 1,015 Aborigines; at
Cherbourg 1,088; and o Wt 1350

could mame 20 ot more seements

it

y Tt s done. There s rat

843

within our co
ity would hae aciic uch s pos
offices, savings banks and the like which
they do not enjoy at the present time.

1t cossary to providefor miniation
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live in_our community. If they prefer to
0 50, they may remain in their own setile-
ments, wich, should coniain b fcilies
vaiable outide, AL o i

the

th
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A special housing scheme is needed to
rovide in Queensland for 21,100 Abori
gines living outside reserves. A

grants assistance. 1 wish to that we
should not and_ would not want to ke
over the position entirely. I am sure that
is not n Izmmn of speakers on cither
ide House. Stte. Governments
have el Tand adminiiestions 4nd. ooy

solved. 1 support the legislation_ proposed
by the honorable member for Mackellar.
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ould be put before "
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time ago the honorable member
for Mackellar printed this measure as
sk ol with & very mple and ceir e
planation. I think it we t his ovn
o T doubt wheiher anybody assted him.
1t as been widely istibuted and 1 wish

e it known that as a result, very many

apply i o o i
0 Avoriginl sctiment

rnation
oo b, buk ol st
Tt would v bo discrimination for

personal pride,
condescension towards any
ine are mot looking for & hand-out. Whist
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we want the power to assist them, we do
not want foolishly to use a power of
condescension.

I believe that fundamentally the Aus-
tralian people are against discrimination.
This Bill is not a move to take away power
from the State Governments, but rather to
authorise the Commonwealth deliberately
and specifically to extend assistance to the
Aboriginal people beyond the efforts of the
State Governments. I believe that the State
Governments should come in behind any
move of this kind and help us because,
unfortunately, there is sensitivity about a
referendum. Where there is not only party
unanimity in this Parliament but also agree-
ment by the State Governments and a clear
understanding of what is our intention, I
believe it would help tremendously if the
State Governments indicated their support
and approval.

I wish in the minute or two remaining
to refer to the very helpful material supplied

to the honorable member for Mackellar by
Mr. Peter Hanks. Mr. Hanks drew atten-
tion to the fact that when we get back to
the matter of Federal initiative, the appro-
priation power that is now in the hands of
the Commonwealth is not sufficient. He
said it is not sufficient that the Government
should have power to pass laws regarding
grants only and that there is a need to pass
laws regulating conduct; for instance, pro-
viding for compulsory education or en-
suring minimum standards of employment
or housing. This is the power that the
measure before us would provide.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order!
The time allowed for precedence of
general business has expired. The honor-
able member for Swan will have leave to
continue his speech when the debate is
resumed. Resumption of the debate will be
made an order of the day for the next day
of sitting.



	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-01
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-02
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-03
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-04
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-05
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-06
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-07
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-08
	Parliamentary debate Bill 1966-09

