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shocking Report
on Aborigines

A West Australian Par-
liamentary  Select Com-
mittee has ripped aside the
sereen that has veiled the
eruel plight to which our
Governments condemn
Australian Aborigines.

M the commilles’s repart emer-

gez a chotking pleture of Abo-
rigines existing — . dyving — I8 ¢90-
ditions of near starvation, desperair
for water, huddling naked in bitker
gold, racked with dizease and ail-
ments for which they hove no re-

The report guotes cases of child-
en aged about nine and seven welgih-
ing only about 1% stome (21 1b.) and
with upper arms and thighs only
sbout an inch in diameter.

* For want of medical treatment, an
abscesz on a child’s faw or & oro¥en
limb ean cause death.

While patlves are belt Lo suffer In

such conditlons, huge areas of e
most favorable Jand are beimg taken
from thelr reserves and provided for
mining interests, atomle and pulded
missile testiog grounds, and other
UrpOses.
The report, from the home State of
Menzies’ Terribories Mi-dsler P Hae-
luck, comes st a thma when Govern-
ment spokesmen are plously pro.
ciairaing their devolion (o Abotiginal
welfare and when criticisms of officlial
treatment of Aboriginal artist Albert
Mamatjira are being self-rightecusly
denied.

The Select Committec, under the
chalrmanship of Mr, W. L. Graydsn
MLA (8 former Llicaral MEHR). wos
appointed by the West Ausirallan

=

® “The Committee has arrived at the conclusion that

the plight of the Aborigines in the Laverton-Warburton Range
arca is deplorable to the extreme.

“The natives lack cven the most basic necessities of

life,

“Malnutrition and blindness and disease, abortion and
infanticide and bums and other injuries are commonplace.

“Game iz extremely scarce on the reserve, water supplies

for drinking precarious, and adequate medical attention far
beyond the resources of the Warburton Mission.

fEmployment

ara hopelessly inuﬁf
tion only serves to leave them
for themseilves when thrown

erfunities for Mission educated children
cient and

in the circumstances educa-
more poorly fithed for fending
back on their own resources

ot the completion of that education.

“imrmediste Food and medieal aid are urgently necessary
for these people and parmanent provision for them a pressing

obligation on the State.”

—Conclusion of the WA Select Committee.

asids for tribal and semi-tribal na-
tives but “recently there haz been
soerie violatlonn of this ressrve™

It instances:

Abouwt 250,000 acres in the Sladen
Whaters aren has been or is aboul
o e ceded 1o the Commonwealih,
A Commonwealth weather station
has already been buili five miles
fromm Sladen Whaters

An area i excess of 4,000,080 acres
was made availlable to n mining
company for the purpose of pros=
pecting for mickel.

“The areas referred Lo invelve lhe
portions of the reserve mast [avor.
ahle to the nebives [n Eneir conmstanl

natives has Interféred with the nor-
mal wiy of Hia of the natives who
frequented the prea east and south
af the Warburton Mission, inpsmuch

25 & large ares of thelr iribal grounds
Iz now denled them."

Battle fo exist

The report glves an ldea of how
grirn % the Aborigines” batile to sur-
vive, even withoul being rvobbed of
| thelr best areas,

The repart says:

“IL I3 diffienit bo conceive fully the

implicgtions of the natives’ constant
BETu lo obtadn walér for drink-
ing.

"The natlves usually move about

gearch lor food and water" says the
PeparL. i

Legislative Assembly In Getober. Iis |

members included bwo Labor T .ty | Natives who had had no previous

amother ex-Liberal MLA.

I
|MLM. g Country Party MLe, and | extensive contact iwih whites “would

leave the area, probably with acuie

| the area in family groups. since the
| country and waber avallable will nol
| support large numbers.

“The natives straggle 16 s0ch groups

It was seb up to inguire into native barship to themselves,” says the [from water hole to water hole, which

{ wellare conditions In the Lavertof-
'lwmt-un Rangs ares {eentral Wes-
AT Austraiaj.

I report was presentcd ou Decem-
| ber 12,

The repart, g0 damning in its con-
' tent, "got an innocuous mention in
| the press hers”™
o

| Reserve violated

#ars a Perth mes- |

| report

The Commiitte makes no further
comment on this. But the facts brand
the contrast between Government

jeagarness 1o help mining and other
interesis, as against the callous dis-
| regard for the Aborigines® fate,

| The estabiishment af the Maralis-
|ga testing ground for atomic amd
other scientifiz means of slaughter
Ias npiso robbed Aboricines of hekr

| The Committe says that an area | tand.

| adjacent 1o the borders of Western

Aunsiralia, South Australma and the |

Morthern Territory had been sen

| Bays the Gommbtice:

| “The necessity for kseplng the
| Maraunga testing grousd Irﬂ:_i_rum

| that & human belng will &y

|are frequently 20 miles of -mose
apart.

“The nativ must carry bhe youm-
fer children while the oldér ones are
réquired o walk, in some cases car-
ITing a younger child.

“They earty all thelr possessions . . .

“In addition. they must obiain
sufficient food for themselves and
thelr children en route.

“Sinee the country is cither mulga
tcrub, sand dunes or spinifex, and
the weather, particularly in summer,
extremely hot (120 deg. In the shade
not belng unesmmont, the sudering
and hardships entailed will be readily

imagined.
“It Is staled by Informed

rﬁwe in

the country for only iwo davs with-

out waler . . .

The desperate stiuggte for water 1s
paralisiled by the battls ta obtain
any form of-moat,
What fow kangaroos can be found
:‘n;:tmm!:;ﬁl are prized. ti':F'n:lr other
. use dingoss, cals, goann
rabblts, Hfzards and wood grubs. 3
But the supply eveh of thess i

| hazardous, and seeds, roots and Fruits

of wild plants and trees ars the prin-
cipal food,

The natives share what
cbtained. oot ks

Bitter cold

Winler mlghls are 86 cold thal
[rosts amd dew on the wsler & the
marnlog sre nod enoomonon, the res
port says.

Misiratiag e iaMecings of be
Aborigisss In the ooid, the Teport
goober this case:—

Ome pdght o parly of whilss and
& grodp of nalived wére chmped near
each ather,

The whites were slesping with all
fhtlr clothey on, plus 3-Inch thick
kapok fylag sulfs and wilh several
blanksts over all Erbe. Buob [n- the
early hows they were siifl foo oodd
i gleep

The oDatl neRrby were maked,

hedding thelr fres,
‘The detafls of
whlsh “be publizhed mexi woalk)

mayt amotie (he Baton's comsciznoe
about ofir First AnFralians




