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Internal Spastic Society report on the future
of the Miss Australia Quest, 1986

The Miss Australia Quest is slowly dying in Miss Australia 1954

its present form. No longer is it seen as the

| prestigious Quest it once was. Long gone are the Shirley Bliss
heady days when crowds filled stores just to catch
| a glimpse of Miss Australia, or when functions

being attended by her were booked out.
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Source 9
Miss Australia Quest 1956 Information Bulletin

| The first aim of the Miss Australia
Quest is to find a charming and
cultured young Australian woman,
to represent her country overseas...
The second aim is to raise much-
needed funds for the Spastic Centres
of Australia, which do so much
towards lightening the load which
nature has placed upon young
Australians born with cerebral palsy.
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Joan Stanbury, Miss Australia 1959
greeting card
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Source 11

trophy, presented to

——

The Miss Australia
Quest raised an estimated
$90 million for people with

cerebral palsy during
its lifetime.

National Museum of Australia. Copyright Miss Australia Company

Source 12
Shirley Bliss,
Miss Australia
1954

Newspix/News Ltd

Source 13

The last Miss
Australia: Sheree
Primmer, Miss
Australia 2000

Donated by Shirley Bliss Ryan. National Museum of Australia. Photo by George Serras



Source 14
A newspaper comment

The awards are old fashioned. They’re a
cliché. They mean very little these days
to most of us, except as a bit of a giggle.
They’re actually pretty uncool in 1994.
Already, the crown and sceptre are being
dusted off and put on display for this
year’s participants. If the crown and

Source 15
Miss Australia Quest brochure, Victorian Section, 1949

Somewhere in Australia a young woman,
who is dreaming, is about to have her
dreams come true. She dreams of
beautiful clothes ... of famous people she
wants to meet ... of fascinating new cities
and countries she longs to visit ... of
doing an important job for her country...

Courtesy Helen (Wood) Cooper

sceptre are museum pieces, maybe the
awards themselves will one day, soon,
join them.

Peter Wilmoth, Sunday Age, 23 January 1994

Source 16
Three Misses Australia

Photograph by Martin Brannan. Fairfaxphotos

Neville Wran, Premier of New South Wales, crowning
Gloria Krope, Miss Australia 1978

Helen Wood dancing with government minister,
Harold Holt, after being crowned Miss Australia 1957

Kathryn Hay, Miss Australia 1999,
with Prime Minister John Howard and
Senator Margaret Reid at Parliament
House, Canberra in 1999
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Your task for

1908 -1930s




Now that you have discovered some basic information Use this table to summarise as much information as
about the Miss Australia competition, your task is to you can on each topic for each decade. This will help
look at the information about it in Activities 2—9, and you record examples of how aspects of Australian
decide what it tells you about Australian society. society have changed, or not changed, over time.

© National Museum of Australia 9
and Ryebuck Media Pty Ltd 2006



