


ACTIVITY 9

What does the Miss Australia:

A Nation’s Quest exhibition tell us about
social chang'e over the per1od 1908-2000?

ooooooooooo
............

...............

Another source of information about the Miss Australia competition is a
travelling exhibition developed and presented by the National Museum
of Australia — Miss Australia: A Nation’s Quest. The exhibition contains
crowns, tiaras, sashes, sceptres, trophies, robes, dresses, scrapbooks,
photographs and programs donated by or on loan from former titleholders
in the Miss Australia Quest.

Try to visit the exhibition and add any new ideas or information to your
summary on pages 8—9. See http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/travelling/

for tour dates and venues.

Conclusion

Exploring social change over time 1945-2000
through the National Museum of Australia’s
Miss Australia: A Nation’s Quest Exhibition

You have now explored aspects of Australia’s social
history as illustrated through one event, the Miss
Australia Quest.

You should now be able to look at your summary table
and discuss many aspects of social change through
each decade.

Some aspects will be better covered than others.
Some aspects may seem more easily understandable
than others. But what you have done is to create

a starting point for further exploration either of a
particular decade, or a particular social theme through
a decade or across several decades.

This period is living history for many people in
your family and community. You should use them
as a valuable resource, and talk to them about
their memories and experiences of the period.

People’s memories are a rich and exciting way
of getting back into history.

You need to treat their evidence like any other
evidence — with great care and caution. People’s
memories fade; sometimes people believe they
remember something when they have actually read
about it and only think that it actually happened

to them; sometimes they have a particular view of
an event that is not reflected in other sources; and
sometimes they just remember wrongly!

By exploring a decade or a theme through people,
through events, through representations such as a
museum display, and through other sources, you will
be able to engage with the people and ideas of the
past, and appreciate more how they are part of your
own history and heritage.




