














THE STORY OF THE EXPEDITION

But a tangled anchor rope delayed us and we were left stranded in the mud for
another twelve hours. By next sunrise, however, we were on our way down the
river and by sunset, two days later, we were berthed at the Darwin jetty. The
field work of the expedition was over.

The results of the expedition could hardly have been richer, both from the
standpoint of human companionship and scientific results. I cannot speak too
highly of the good fellowship that existed between members of the party during
the eight months we were together, a good fellowship not always present on expe-
ditions where members have been together for extended periods. The gross results
ol the collections, too, were impressive: 13,500 plant specimens, 30,000 fish, 850
birds, 460 animals, several thousand aboriginal implements and weapons, together
with photographs and drawings of a large number of cave paintings from Chasm
Island, Groote Eylandt and Oenpelli. There was also a collection of several
hundred aboriginal bark paintings and two hundred string figures. In addition
to the physical collections of natural history and ethnological specimens, each
scientist had written extensive field notes as a basis for his scientific papers. There
were also many hundreds of monochrome and coloured photographs as well as
several miles of colour film on aboriginal life and natural history.

Two articles on the expedition have been published in the National Geo-
graphic Magazine: ‘Cruise to Stone Age Arnhem Land'1® by Howell Walker and
‘Exploring Stone Age Arnhem Land’l! by myself. Four coloured cine films have
also been completed, with Bassett-Smith as photographer and myself as director:
‘Arnhem Land’, a survey of the natural history and ethnology of that region;
‘Aborigines of the Sea Coast’, dealing with native life at Yirrkalla; ‘Birds and
Billabongs’, picturing the birds and the water-lilies of Oenpelli lagoons; and “The
Arawaltja Ceremony’ of Groote Eylandt.

This volume is the first of a series which will describe the scientific results
of the Arnhem Land Expedition. General subjects which will be published in
the succeeding volumes are: Ethnology, archaeology, ornithology, mammalogy,
hepherology, conchology, botany, ichthyology.

The ethnological and natural history specimens collected on the expedition
will, when the research work on them is completed, be distributed between the
Australian and American institutions, with the exception of the botanical col-
lection. A duplicated collection has alteady been presented to the major herbaria
in Australia; to the Kew Gardens, London; to the Arnold Herbarium, Harvard
University, Boston; to the United States National Herbarium, Washington; and
to the Rijksherbarium, Leiden, Netherlands.

Many of the cave paintings discovered at Oenpelli, and bark paintings collected
at Groote Eylandt, Yirrkalla and Oenpelli, have been reproduced in colour by
UNESCO in Australia: Aboriginal Paintings—Arnhem Land.
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10. Walker (1949), pp. 417-30. 11. Mountford (1949), pp. 745-82.
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